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Safeguarding	Adults	at	Risk	policy	
	
COMMITMENT	STATEMENT	
	
Scunthorpe	United	Football	Club	is	committed	to	creating	and	maintaining	a	safe	and	
positive	environment	and	accepts	our	responsibility	to	safeguard	the	welfare	of	all	
adults	involved	in	football	in	accordance	with	the	Care	Act	2014.		
	
Safeguarding	is	everyone’s	responsibility.	
	
This	policy	represents	the	Club’s	response	to	the	need	to	protect	adults	at	risk	and	
outlines	our	key	objectives	for	all	staff	and	volunteers	working	within	our	
organisation	to:	
•	Enable	everyone,	regardless	of	age,	culture,	disability,	gender,	racial	origin,	
religious	belief	and/or	sexual	identity	to	participate	equitably	in	football	in	a	safe	
environment	
•	Support	member	Clubs	to	implement	their	own	adult	at	risk	policies	and	
procedures	
•	Work	with	Member	Clubs	to	ensure	all	those	working	with	Adults	at	Risk	are	
competent	and	have	been	provided	with	relevant	awareness	training	regarding	the	
potential	difficulties	Adults	at	Risk	can	face	and	how	to	manage	them	
•	Review	our	ways	of	working	to	incorporate	good	practice	
•	In	conjunction	with	our	Member	Clubs	take	all	suspicions	and	allegations	of	abuse	
or	poor	practice	seriously	and	respond	swiftly	and	appropriately	to	them	in	
accordance	with	current	legislation	and		
football	governing	body	procedures	
•	Ensure	the	safer	recruitment	of	staff	
	
DEFINITIONS	
	
For	the	purpose	of	this	Policy	the	following	definitions	apply:		
Adults	at	risk	of	harm:		
	
A	person	aged	18	or	over	who	has	needs	for	care	and	support	(whether	or	not	the	
local	authority	is	meeting	any	of	those	needs)	and	
	
•	is	experiencing,	or	at	risk	of,	abuse	or	neglect	and	
	
•	as	a	result	of	those	care	and	support	needs	is	unable	to	protect	themselves	from	
either	the	risk	of,	or	the	experience	of	abuse	or	neglect.		
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This	may	include	people	with	learning	disabilities,	sensory	impairments,	mental	
health	needs,	older	people	and	people	with	a	physical	disability	or	impairment.	
It	may	also	include	people	who	are	affected	by	the	circumstances	that	they	are	living	
in,	for	example	experiencing	domestic	violence.		
	
This	list	is	not	exhaustive.An	individual’s	level	of	vulnerability	to	harm	may	vary	over	
time	depending	on	the	circumstances	they	are	in	and	their	needs	at	that	time.		
	
Activity	means	any	activity	or	series	of	activities,	arranged	by	or	in	the	name	of	the	
EFL,	for	Children,	Young		
People	and/or	Adults	at	Risk,	or	to	be	attended	by	Children,	Young	People	and/or	
Adults	at	Risk.	
Club	means	an	association	football	club	in	membership	of	the	EFL.	
Staff	means	any	person	employed	or	deployed	by	the	Scunthorpe	United	Football	
Club	whether	in	a	paid,	voluntary,	consultancy	or		
third-party	capacity.	
The	Football	Association	(“The	FA”)	is	English	football’s	governing	body.	
Abuse	is	defined	as	a	violation	of	an	individual’s	human	and	civil	rights	by	any	other	
person	or	persons.	It	includes	acts	of	commission	(such	as	an	assault)	and	acts	of	
omission	(situations	where	the	environment		
fails	to	prevent	harm).	Abuse	may	be	single	act	or	omission	or	series	of	acts	or	
omissions.	
Capacity	refers	to	an	individual	adult’s	ability	to	take	a	specific	decision	or	take	a	
particular	action	at	a		
particular	time	even	if	they	are	able	or	not	able	to	make	other	decisions	at	other	
times.	The	starting	point	should	be	that	the	person	has	capacity	to	make	a	decision	
unless	it	can	be	established	that	they	cannot.	
	
KEY	PRINCIPLES	
	
Self	Determination:	Safeguarding	adults	can	be	complex.	Adults	have	a	right	to	self-
determination	and	may	choose	not	to	act	to	protect	themselves.	Safeguarding	adults	
means	creating	a	culture	that	informs	the	adult	and	consults	them	on	all	decisions	
affecting	them	and	works	in	partnership	with	them.	
	
As	a	principle	safeguarding	concerns	should	be	discussed	with	the	adult	to	establish	
their	views	and	involve	those	in	the	safeguarding	process.		
	
Occasionally	however	this	may	not	be	possible	of	safe.	If	in	doubt	seek		
advice	from	safeguarding@efl.com	
The	Care	Act:	The	six	principles	of	the	Care	Act	apply.	The	principles	work	together:	
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•	Empowerment:	People	being	supported	and	encouraged	to	make	their	own	
decisions	and	informed	consent	
	
•	Prevention:	It	is	better	to	take	action	before	harm	occurs	
	
•	Proportionality:	The	least	intrusive	response	appropriate	to	the	risk	presented	
	
•	Protection:	Support	and	representation	for	those	in	greatest	need	
	
•	Partnership:	Local	solution	through	services	working	with	their	communities	
	
•	Accountability:	Accountability	and	transparency	in	delivering	safeguarding	
	
TYPES	OF	ABUSE	
	
Self-	neglect:	Not	looking	after	own	personal	hygiene,	health	or	surroundings	or	
hoarding.	This	happens	away	from	football,	but	we	might	see	the	signs	in	football.	
	
Domestic	abuse:	Including	psychological,	physical,	sexual,	financial	and	emotional	
abuse.	It	also	includes	so	called	“honour”	based	violence.	This	happens	away	from	
football	but	we	might	see	signs	in	football.	
	
Discriminatory	abuse:	Difference	or	perceived	difference,	particularly	with	respect	
to	race,	gender	or	disability	or	any	of	the	other	protected	characteristics	of	the	
Equality	Act.	
	
Organisational	abuse:	Including	neglect	and	poor	care	practice	within	an	institution,	
a	specific	care	setting,	their	own	home,	or	their	football	Club.	
Physical	abuse:	Any	deliberate	act	causing	injury	or	trauma	to	another	person,	for	
example,	hitting,	slapping,	pushing,	kicking,	burning,	giving	a	person	medicine	that	
they	do	not	need	and/	or	that	may	harm		
them	or	application	of	inappropriate	restraint	measures.	
	
Sexual	abuse:	Adults	with	care	and	support	needs	can	consent	to	sexual	activity	but	
can	still	be	abused.	This		
includes	rape,	Indecent	exposure,	sexual	harassment,	inappropriate	looking	or	
touching,	sexual	teasing	or		
innuendo,	sexual	photography,	subjection	to	pornography	or	witnessing	sexual	acts	
or	indecent	exposure.	
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Financial	or	material	abuse:	Including	theft,	fraud,	internet	scamming	or	coercion	in	
relation	to	an	adult’s	financial	affairs	or	arrangements.	
	
Neglect:	Ongoing	failure	to	meet	the	basic	needs	of	an	Adults	at	Risk.	Neglect	may	
involve	failing	to	provide	adequate	food	or	shelter	including	exclusion	from	home	or	
abandonment,	failing	to	protect	them	from		
physical	and	emotional	harm	or	danger	or	failing	to	ensure	access	to	appropriate	
medical	care	or	treatment.	It	may	also	include	neglect	of,	or	unresponsiveness	to,	
basic	emotional	needs.	In	an	Activity	setting,	it	may		
involve	failing	to	ensure	that	Adults	at	Risk	are	safe	and	adequately	supervised	or	
exposing	them	to	unnecessary	risks.	
	
Emotional	abuse:	Any	act	or	other	treatment	which	may	cause	emotional	damage	
and	undermine	a	person’s	sense	of	wellbeing,	including	persistent	criticism,	
denigration	or	putting	unrealistic	expectations	on	Adults	at	Risk,	isolation,	verbal	
assault,	humiliation,	blaming,	controlling,	intimidation	or	use	of	threats.	
	
Modern	slavery:	slavery,	human	trafficking,	forced	labour	and	domestic	servitude.	
Traffickers	and	slave		
masters	use	whatever	they	have	at	their	disposal	to	coerce,	deceive	and	force	
individuals	into	a	life	of	abuse,	servitude	and	inhumane	treatment.	
	
County	lines:	The	organised	criminal	distribution	of	drugs	by	gangs	from	the	big	
cities	into	smaller	towns	and	rural	areas	using	Children,	Young	People	and	Adults	at	
Risk.	Gangs	recruit	Children,	Young	People	and		
Adults	at	Risk	through	deception,	intimidation,	violence,	debt,	bondage	and/or	
grooming.	Gangs	also	use	local	property	as	a	base	for	their	activities,	and	this	often	
involves	taking	over	the	home	of	an	Adult	at	Risk		
who	is	unable	to	challenge	them.	County	line	gangs	pose	a	significant	threat	to	
Children,	Young	People	and	Adults	at	Risk	upon	whom	they	rely	to	conduct	and/or	
facilitate	such	criminality.	
	
Cuckooing:	Cuckooing	is	a	term	often	linked	to	county	lines.	Cuckooing	is	when	
gangs	establish	a	base	in	the	location	they	are	targeting	for	drug	dealing	and	to	
operate	their	criminal	activity	from,	often	taking	over		
the	homes	of	adults	at	risk	by	force	or	coercion.	People	exploited	in	this	way	will	
quite	often	be	exposed	to	physical,	mental	and	sexual	abuse,	and	in	some	instances	
will	be	trafficked	to	areas	a	long	way	from	home	as		
part	of	the	network’s	drug	dealing	business.	Victims	of	‘cuckooing’	are	often	drug	
users	but	can	include	older	people,	those	suffering	from	mental	or	physical	health	
problems,	female	sex	workers,	single	mums	and	those	living	in	poverty.		
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Victims	may	suffer	from	other	forms	of	addiction,	such	as	alcoholism.	
	
Grooming:	The	process	of	developing	a	relationship	with	and	the	trust	of	an	
individual,	and	sometimes	their	family,	to	exploit,	abuse	or	traffic	them.	Grooming	
can	happen	both	online	and	in	person.	
	
Radicalisation:	The	process	by	which	a	person	comes	to	support	terrorism	and	forms	
of	extremism	leading	to	terrorism.	Anybody	from	any	background	can	become	
radicalised.	The	grooming	of	Children,	Young		
People	and	Adults	at	Risk	for	the	purposes	of	involvement	in	extremist	activity	is	a	
serious	safeguarding	issue.	
	
Discriminatory	abuse:	Abusive	or	bullying	behaviour	because	of	discrimination	
occurs	when	motivated	by	a	prejudice	against	certain	people	or	groups	of	people.	
This	may	be	because	of	an	individual’s	ethnic	origin,	colour,	nationality,	race,	religion	
or	belief,	gender,	gender	reassignment,	sexual	orientation	or	disability.	Actions	may	
include	unfair	or	less	favourable	treatment,	culturally	insensitive	comments,	insults	
and		
‘banter’.	Discriminatory	behaviour	is	unacceptable	and	will	be	reported	to	The	FA.	
This	includes	incidents	on	and	off	the	pitch	(including	social	media).	
	
Poor	practice:	This	is	behaviour	that	falls	short	of	abuse	but	is	nevertheless	
unacceptable.	It	is	essential	that	poor	practice	is	challenged	and	reported	even	
where	there	is	a	belief	that	the	motives	of	an	individual		
are	well	meaning.	Failure	to	challenge	poor	practice	can	lead	to	an	environment	
where	abuse	is	more	likely	to	remain	unnoticed.	Incidents	of	poor	practice	occur	
when	the	needs	of	Children,	Young	People	and	Adults		
at	Risk	are	not	afforded	the	necessary	priority,	compromising	their	welfare,	for	
example,	allowing	abusive	or	concerning	practices	to	go	unreported,	placing	
Children,	Young	People	and	Adults	at	Risk	in	potentially	compromising	and	
uncomfortable	situations,	failing	to	ensure	the	safety	of	Children,	Young	People	and	
Adults	at	Risk,	ignoring	health	and	safety	guidelines,	or	giving	continued	and	
unnecessary	preferential	treatment	to	individuals.	
	
Hazing:	Any	rituals,	initiation	activities,	actions	or	situations,	with	or	without	
consent,	which	recklessly,	intentionally	or	unintentionally	endangers	the	physical	or	
emotional	wellbeing	of	Children,	Young	People	and	Adults	at	Risk.	Peer-on-peer	
abuse:	Children,	Young	People	and	Adults	at	Risk	can	be	taken	advantage	of	or	
harmed	by	their	peers.	Peer-on-peer	abuse	is	any	form	of	physical,	sexual,	emotional	
and	financial	abuse,	and	coercive	control,	exercised	between	individuals	and	within	
relationships	(both	intimate	and	non-intimate).	


